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Registration 

For the users of the database a free registration is required. It is available below the Login button 
through the registration function: 
 

 
 
 
Username: [valid e-mail address] 
Password: [for your choice] 
 
An activation code will be sent to the given e-mail address (username), which expires in 24 hours. 
The registration can be verified with the help of this code. 
If the code has already expired and in case of forgotten password please use the function 
forgotten password. Here you have to add the e-mail address used during the registration for a 
new activation code which will enable you to enter the site. 
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User’s settings 

We suggest using the Settings right after the registration. 
Settings for registered users: 
 

 
 
The password can be changed here, users can choose furthermore a default language 
(Hungarian / English) and you can decid whether you want to receive notifications about the 
changes and updates in the database, or not. We kindly recommend to “turn on” the 
notifications in order to be well informed about every important change. 
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Basic menus 

 

Home 
The Home button navigates you to the welcome page.  
 

Projects 
Short descriptions of the 2014–2016 and 2017–2021 projects are available here. 
 

About us 
Presentation of the researchers and the IT developer. 
 

Contact us 
Contact details of the researchers and the IT developer. 
 

Logout 
For logging out the user must hit the Logout button. 
 

Language 
The default language (Hungarian / English) can be changed by clicking on the flag in the upper 
right corner. It navigates back to the welcome page. 
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Search 
Person search 

 
The search menu offers several search-options.  
It is possible to browse an alphabetical list (Name search). By clicking on a letter of the alphabet, 
a list of the personal datasheets is enlisted (Search results) and clicking on the personal datasheet 
you can open its content. 
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Searching for people.  
Important! Only the people (papal representatives, their relatives and popes) already recorded in 
the database can be searched by their full or fractional names. The search must contain at least 
3 characters to get results. 
The research can be completed with so-called Tags, which are related to certain topics (under 
construction) and can complement thematically the basic search. 
Based on the given name (without tags) every person is listed with the same name-variant.  
 
Searching only on names 

 
Result: the records are listed by the system showing only certain basic data: the person’s name 
is the Hungarian / English name recorded in the system, below that some basic information about 
the person which help to decide whether it is the person the user was looking for, or not. The 
Name-variants offer further help in this decision. The two last columns help to determine when 
the people were recorded in the database and when the data were updated for the last time. 

 
 
 
 
 
If the user adds tags as well, the search can be widened (And) or narrowed (Or, No). 
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In the example, those people are enlisted who are connected to both search parameters (Hugh 
and Aquitaine) 
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Event search 
The activities of the papal representatives are recorded in the system in form of events and event-
types.  
Important! Here you will find only those events which are not related to a certain papal 
mandate or an event connected to it, meaning mostly personal data, studies and ecclesiastical 
offices. 

 
Event categories can be chosen in a drop-down menu. The categories were previously defined. 
Event types can be joint to the categories which are pre-defined as well. 
Example 1) As an event category you have the possibility to choose: cardinal title. If you choose 
no event type, every event related to that category will be enlisted among the results.  
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The results after the search: 
 

 
 
2) If in addition to the category you choose e.g. a cardinal-title, then the results will correlate to 
both the category and the type.  
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Search result:  

 
Search can be modified with one or more further terms which can be handled in a correlation 
(and/or) as well. By adding at least 3 characters, the system offers the possible elements of the 
fields of country, diocese, city and tags. For correction and clearing, use the X button on the 
right side. The time frame can be defined easily as well.   
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Papal authorization search 

 
Users can search for papal authorizations with the help of a drop-down menu. The authorization 
types can be supplemented with further criteria. You should type at least 3 characters in the field 
of the appointer in order to choose the pope who you are looking for. The geographical-political 
aspect of the papal authorization works the same way. You will have to choose the territory 
from the list of medieval forms of geographical areas (e.g. Dalmatia, Slavonia) which are not 
identical in every case with contemporary states. 
For correction and clearing, use the X button on the right side. You can also narrow the search 
for a specific time frame. E.g. 
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Facultas search 
The facultas is understood as a special licence of the legate which he received from the pope, 
namely managing benefices, using ecclesiastical censures, regulating the state of ecclesiastical 
institutions, etc. A papal representative could receive a facultas for his person or attached to an 
authorization, so there is a further option for the detailed research. The appointer, the 
geographical-political aspect, the ecclesiastical frameworks, the place of authorization and 
the time frame can be searched as well. 
The type of the facultas and if needed the connected papal authorization (optionally) can be 
chosen in a drop-down menu from the previously defined categories. Territories are medieval 
areas and can be chosen by giving at least 3 characters, like in the case of dioceses and places of 
authorizations. 
For correction and clearing, use the X button on the right side. You can also narrow the search 
for a specific time frame 
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Authorization event search 
The people (papal representatives) were fulfilling several tasks while they were acting autorized 
by the popes (e.g. judgements, convocation of councils etc.). These can be searched among the so-
called event categories and event types.  
Important! You will find only those events here, which are related to a certain papal mandate 
or an event connected to it. 
 

 
You can choose Event categories (pre-defined in the system) inform a drop down menu. 
Event types can be ordered to the categories which are pre-defined as well. Event categories can 
be chosen alone, or together with an event type, and you can supplement the search with other 
criteria (facultas, country, diocese, city, year, tags) as well. Every papal authorization and facultas 
is previously defined and can be chosen from a drop down menu. After 3 characters the system 
offers the possible choices by countries, dioceses, cities and tags. Here the contemporary form 
of the states have been used. 
For correction and clearing, use the X button on the right side. You can also narrow the search 
for a specific time frame.   
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Search result 
In case of every field, the list of records is displayed by hitting the submit button.  To see the 
single events, the user has to click on one of the names highlighted in blue. 

 
 
Then the webpage displays the person’s data sheet, thus users can get directly to the place of 
therelevant information, so the further, unnecessary search can be avoided. 
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Modify search, new search 
On the page of search results, the search can be modified by hitting the modify search button. In 
this case the system navigates the user back to the previous page, while in case of a new search, 
the welcome page of the search appears. 
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Personal datasheet 

Online personal datasheet  
The data about every person appear on a so-called personal datasheet; the search results show 
them entirely, or only party. In the first case the beginning of the personal datasheet appears, 
whereas in the second case only the relevant part can be seen on the top of the display, yet the 
whole datasheet is available by scrolling up or down. The correct form for citation of the personal 
datasheet is shown in the right upper corner under the main menu. 
The structure of the personal datasheet: 
Personal basic data 
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I. Kinsmen 

 
 
II.1 Studies, II.2. Qualifications; III. Ecclesiastical order 

 
IV. Ecclesiastical office(s)  



 
19 

 

 
 
V. Cardinal title 

 
 
VI. Other events (details of the life, other events in addition to the papal authorizations) 
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VII. Papal authorizations 

 
 
Authorization events and facultas can be connected to the main authorization; the system shows 
the connection between these categories.  
Papal authorization + authorization event 
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The structure of the records of the single categories (I-VII.) is fixed. 
Event type (event category) place of authorization (time frame) – if relevant 
Appointer – if relevant 
Place of event: (medieval) territory, diocese, city 
Notes – information on the event 
Sources of the event 
Secondary literature related to the event 
If available, sources and literature which are available online are marked (online reading). Whole 
works and the relevant pages are linked as well, so the users do not have to start further searches. 
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Downloading personal datasheet 
The personal datasheet can be downloaded from the online system with the help of the 
Documents button. Other types of documents related to the people are available here as 
well(under construction). Next to the personal datasheet the box has to be checked, then the 
user can click on Download selected button for the pdf file. 

 
 
The heading of the pdf file contains the following basic information: the name of the person, the 
access to the file and the time of the download. These data facilate easier to create a 
bibliographical reference. 
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Statistics 

The records of the database enable to create statistical analyses. The Statistics button is to find 
under the Search menu.   

 
At first, Statistics will show an overall result. Displaying the statistic data might take some time. 
The menu contains two main features: 1) a searching field 2) and the results of the statistical 
results.  
1) Searching field 

 
The search can be filtered here, the system searches according to the basic settings on (medieval) 
Hungary and the neighbouring countries. The user can change the territories by checking the 
boxes. 
The search can be narrowed by papal pontificate, papal assignment and date as well. In the 
first two cases, 3 popes can be added to the research at the same time, the pontifices can be 
chosen from a list offered by the system after typing at least 3 characters. 
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By using the date function the first and last years of the research have to be chosen, days and 
months are not necessary to be added. 

 
The search can be more refined with the help of the two first fields. The left one contains the 
categories of the papal authorizations (e.g. apocrisiarius, cardinal legate, etc.), whereas the right 
one the types of the authorizations (e.g. diplomacy, church government, etc.). 
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The additional criteria can be validated by clicking on the Filter button. 
 
2) The results of the statistics show up as the result of the filter. E.g. after searching for the 
pontificates of three popes (Alexander III, Innocent III and Gregory IX) the following result shows 
up: 
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Results appear in different ways: 
a) In form of a pie chart, the division of the legations based on territory and type 

 
 
b) On a timeline based on the time frame of the legations bound to years. 

 
 
c) On a timeline, the time aspect of the legations. Every papal representative is shown on this 
type, as well as the periods of their activities. The colours refer to certain type of the activities. If 
the cursor touches the names of the people, a short summaries of the legations pops up. 
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You can choose here between the whole statistics and those types which concern certain popes. 
In case of the second variant, relevant information appears in every segment (see above, a-c) 
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Feedback 

Registered users can leave feedback about the database. This option (Feedback) is available 
under the Search menu. Users have to pick the relevant person with the help of the first three 
characters (Person search), the feedback can be added in a simple text field. The operators of 
the database will be informed about the feedback, and they will send an answer as well. 
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Bibliography 

 This menu shows the list of all the sources and literatures (monographies, essays, articles, lexicon 
articles) used in the database. 
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Logout 

For logging out, please use the Logout button in the upper right corner.  

 


